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Synopsis

a "The Master said, a celf a man sets his heart on benevolence, he will be free from evila <4 ™The
AnalectsA are a collection of Confuciusa ™s sayings brought together by his pupils shortly after his
death in 497 BC. Together they express a philosophy, or a moral code, by which Confucius, one of
the most humane thinkers of all time, believed everyone should live. Upholding the ideals of
wisdom, self-knowledge, courage and love of oned ™s fellow man, he argued that the pursuit of
virtue should be every individuala ™s supreme goal. And, while following the Way, or the truth,
might not result in immediate or material gain, Confucius showed that it could nevertheless bring its
own powerful and lasting spiritual rewards.This edition contains a detailed introduction exploring the
concepts of the original work, a bibliography and glossary and appendices on Confucius

himself,A The AnalectsA and the disciples who compiled them.A For more than seventy years,
Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With
more than 1,700A titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works
throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust theA series to provide
authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary

authors, as well as up-to-dateA translations by award-winning translators.
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Customer Reviews

Analects, in case you were wondering, are "selected passages from the writings of an author.a ¢ |
mention this definition here because it seems that the only time we use the term a ceanalectsa ¢ is

when we consider the writings of Confucius. Was there once a larger corpus of writings from



Confucius, and is what we have today distilled from some larger body of work? If so, then | wish we
had that entire larger body of philosophical work, the same way we have a good many books from
classical Greek philosophers like Plato and Aristotle; but that being said, | certainly am glad that we
have the Analects as a distillation of Confuciusd ™ philosophy.His Chinese name was Ka ™ung
Fu-tzu, & "a=«a -, and the Latinate name that he bears today was probably bestowed by Jesuit
missionaries to China in the 16th century. By any name, however, Confucius is a great philosopher
who speaks to us today just as clearly as he spoke to the people of Chinese antiquity. He lived a
long time ago a “ when he died in 479 B.C., the Spartan defense of Thermopylae had taken place
just one year before & “ but it is astonishing how current and relevant his words and ideas

remain.a ceAnalectsa ¢ is, of course, a Latin- and Greek-derived term; in Chinese, the book is
&«—2 the "Lun YA ."Itis divided into 20 books, and contains a total of 512 Confucian sayings,
most of them quite short. On this re-reading of "The Analects," | encountered some sayings that
were already familiar to me: e.g., & ceTo say you know when you know, and to say you do not when
you do not, that is knowledgea ¢ (11.17, p. 65). Yet on this reading, | learned many things that | found

new.
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